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St. Mark’s Parish Plan of Return 

The following protocols, guidelines and strategies were approved on June 16, 2020 by the church 

council in order to facilitate the reopening of St. Mark’s building for public use while also balancing 

the health concerns as a result of the COVID-19 Coronavirus being present among us. 

St. Mark’s is affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Northwestern 

Ohio Synod (NWOS). However, as a congregation we make our own rules of procedure and neither 

our synodical Bishop Daniel Beaudoin nor our Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton can order us to be 

open or closed. Neither can our governor or our president. 

Both the ELCA and the NWOS have developed documents that raise the questions they recommend 

we answer before we reopen. These documents and the guidelines from the State of Ohio and the 

CDC have informed our decision making process. 

Re-opening Dates: 

June 1:      Meetings of 10 or fewer persons  

July 4 and July 5:   In-person worship Saturdays at 5:00 pm & Sundays at 9:15 am. 

August 25:     New Beginnings Day Care Opens 

September 8:    New Beginnings Preschool Starts 

Dates to be determined:  Sunday School & Catechism Classes  

General Protocols: 

1. No entry into St. Mark’s building with COVID-19 symptoms of fever, dry cough, sore throat, 

muscle pain, chills, headache, or new loss of taste or smell. 

2. We recommend that individuals over 65 and/or individuals with health risks follow any 

additional guidelines established by the Ohio Department of Health per the most current 

health order. See the reference below. 

3. Everyone enters the building at their own risk. 

4. We recommend that everyone sanitize their hands upon entry. 

5. We recommend that everyone maintain six feet of separation from others.  

6. We recommend that everyone wear a face covering. 

7. We recommend that children stay with their parents at all times. 

8. We recommend that anyone who has been in the building within the previous two weeks and 

who has developed COVID- 19 symptoms notify the church office at once. 
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In-Person Worship Protocols: 

 

We recommend: 

1. Everyone who attends worship does so at his/her own risk.  

2. That everyone sit only in the pews indicated. 

3. That only the members of the same families sit together. 

4. That those who wear face coverings may sit anywhere in the sanctuary but those who do not 

are requested to sit as far to the rear as possible.  

5. That everyone avoid physical contact of any kind. 

 

At this time we will not: 

6. Sing as a congregation or individuals, but music videos will be shown on the screen. 

7. Hand out bulletins but will project on the screen all necessary responses. 

8. Share the peace nor have the pastor shake hands after the worship service. 

9. Pass the offering plates but offering boxes will be set out to receive offerings. 

10. Serve Holy Communion in July but will develop protocols to target an August start date.  

11. Have Fellowship Time following worship. 

 

At this time we will: 

12. Clean the sanctuary and all public spaces after every worship service. 

13. Continue to provide You-Tube Weekly Virtual Worship Services. 

14. Seek to upgrade our ability to live stream our in-person worship as soon as possible. 

15. Post these protocols throughout the church building. 
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Strategies to accomplish these worship protocols: 

1. Greeters will be at the Seltzer Street entrance, the Pearl Street entrance and the east parking 

lot entrance to greet everyone, to invite them to sanitize their hands, to pick up a face 

covering if they do not have one, to encourage physical distancing, and to inform those 

arriving after the maximum seating capacity has been reached that they cannot enter. 

2. Worshippers will be asked to wait in the narthex for an usher to seat them. 

3. The ushers in the narthex will usher each household to one the 20 open pews, to direct 

masked and unmasked worshipers to sit in the appropriate locations, and to provide direction 

to the overflow seating in the balcony (3), church lounge (4), music room (8), nursery (2), 

chapel (4), and choir loft (3). Overflow seating has audio only. 

4. Ushers and greeters will wear masks. Readers will not while they are reading. 

5. The pews that will not be used will be designated with a sign. The pews that will be used will 

have an indicator as to which end is appropriate to sit. 

6. There will be lines on the floor of the narthex to encourage physical distancing. 

7. There will be no acolytes. An usher will light the candles. 

8. Hand sanitizers will be at each entrance. 

9. Masks and gloves will be available for all who enter. 

10. Offering boxes will be available to collect the offerings.  

11. When worship ends the worshippers will be invited to leave by rows, the back rows dismissing 

first. 

12. The ushers and greeters for the first two weekends will be the church council members so 

determine what modifications should be made to these protocols and strategies. 

13. The pastor will be masked as he enters and leaves. He will lead the worship service from the 

center of the platform to maintain the maximum distance from the congregation. 

14. Cameras will be set up to record the worship service for later editing and You-Tube 

distribution. 

15. Singing will be prerecorded. 

16. Pastor and Nancy will prepare a PowerPoint order of worship service and Melissa will run the 

PowerPoint during worship. 

17. Volunteer ushers, greeters, readers, and cleaning crews will be recruited after the council has 

worked out the initial kinks. 

18. Only one person/family in the bathroom at a time. 

19. The water fountains will be turned off. 
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COVID-19 Protocols 

1. The pastor, council president and council respectfully request parishioners and all guests 

follow these protocols. It is not our goal to “enforce” these protocols. However, for repeated 

or unreasonable violation of these protocols the pastor or a council member will contact 

individuals directly to discuss compliance with these protocols. 

2. The New Beginnings Protocols will be reviewed and monitored by the church council. 

3. When anyone who has tested positive for the COVID-19 Coronavirus has been present in our 

building the following steps will be taken. 

a. The local health department will be contacted immediately, if they have not already 

been notified. 

b. An email notification will be sent to all congregational members who are on our email 

contact list and a postage letter to all those who do not have email. 

c. Following the incident the church building will be cleaned according to the local health 

protocols. 

 

Protocols and Strategies Yet to be Developed: 

• Sunday School, Catechism, Bible Studies, First Communion and Other Educational Strategies 

• Small Group Formation 

• Holy Communion Restart Protocols 

 

Changes to these Protocols: 

1. The church council will review these protocols and strategies on a monthly basis and make 

modifications according to changing conditions and feedback. 

2. The pastor and church council president in consultation together can make minor tweaks to 

these protocols to facilitate the ministry and these will be reported to the church council. 

3. The pastor and church council president in consultation together can make significant 

decisions—such as canceling a worship service—when there has been a significant change in 

circumstances—such as discovering just before a worship service begins that a COVID-19 

positive person had just been in the building. Whenever possible however, the pastor and the 

council president will make every effort through text, email or phone calls to contact the 

church council for their advice and recommendations. 


